
 

Fire Extinguishers in the Home 

Many people opt to put a fire extinguisher in their home for added safety should an accident occur.  It’s 

important to understand the types and sizes of extinguishers that are available to you.  Having the 

correct extinguisher will ensure you are able to extinguish a fire safely and efficiently. 

Extinguishers are constructed to combat specific types of fires.  Each extinguisher is identified by a 

letter, picture or colored shape to identify what types of fire the extinguisher is appropriate to use on.  

Below, you will see the identification markers found on extinguishers. 

                                                                 

Many extinguishers are multi-purpose.  For example, and ABC extinguisher is not uncommon and will 

combat multiple types of fires.  Two more classifications exist but are not typical of common home fire 

extinguishers.   

Extinguisher sizing is important to understand as well.  Independent testing laboratories assign 

numerical ratings to the extinguisher type to identify how much of a particular fire can be extinguished 

with the contents in the extinguishers.  For example, it is not uncommon to see a 2A rating, meaning the 

extinguisher contains enough material to extinguish 2 “units” of a type A fire.  In this scenario, 1 ¼ 

gallons of water will extinguish a typical A fire, therefore a 2A extinguisher would be the equivalent of 2 

extinguishers with an A rating, or 2 ½ gallons of water. B and C ratings work similarly. 

In a typical business in which extinguishers are required, a 2A:10BC extinguisher is required, and should 

help you to determine what size is appropriate in your home.  There are no standards for home 

extinguishers so the fire department will recommend what is required for a business.  These are also 

often referred to as “10 lb” extinguishers, which correlate to the general weight of the extinguisher.  



These extinguishers typically are not large, a little over a foot in height and as big around as a small 

serving plate. 

Be sure to understand that there are different qualities of extinguishers manufactured.  The fire 

department recommends that you purchase an extinguisher with metal head and trigger components 

for durability and testing ability.  These extinguishers contain a chemical powder to extinguish fires 

which should be tested or inspected on an annual basis to ensure the material has not caked at the 

bottom and the extinguisher has sufficient pressure to discharge the chemical.  For testing businesses, 

visit www.fdmh.org and click on the fire inspections tab where you will find a “service and maintenance” 

link under General Inspection Information. 

                                                          

Metal head components provide durability and years of use 

 

Placement of an extinguisher is important as well.  Consider the most likely places for fire in your home.  

For most residential homes, the kitchen is of concern and placement is recommended in this area.  For 

rural homes with barns and workshops, there may be other areas that may be other areas of concern 

where you wish to place an extinguisher.  Ideally, an extinguisher is place along a path of exit for 

accessibility. Be aware, for metal working, cutting, torching or fabricating, specific extinguishers exist 

and should be researched prior to placement. 

Further information can be found by contacting provider companies found under “service and 

maintenance” information located in the Fire Inspections tab, General Inspection information at 

www.fdmh.org.  Addition extinguisher information can be found under the fire inspections tab as well. 

Or, you may contact the fire department at 608-437-5571. 
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